
the relation of one part to another, and of all parts to the body, must be
worth a careful cultivation. Our object has been merely to call attention
to this science.
Boston, March, 1S54.

ALCOHOL IN MEDICAL PRACTICE.

[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.]

Messrs. Editors,—In the Journal of February 8th, I notice some re-

marks by Dr. Oilman, of South Deerfield, on " Alcoholic Liquors in the
Practice of Medicine," which, by your leave, I wish to examine. He
says " there is no subject upon which the whole community, including
the medical faculty, so much need light, as they do on the proper
medicinal use of alcohol." I agree that more light is much needed on

every subject connected with the science of medicine ; but I think as

much probably exists in regard to the use of alcohol, as is known in re-

gard to many other equally useful and important remedial agents. As
an agent of value, it has been recommended and extolled by many to
whom medical science owes much. He proposes three questions for
discussion, two of which I will notice.

1. " Are alcoholic liquors indispensably necessary in the practice of
medicine ?" 1 think they are. Alcohol is a diffusible stimulus. It in-
creases the force and activity of the nervous system, when depressed by
various depressing poisons ; and, so far as my experience goes, strength-
ened by the recorded testimony of many able observers, it does this more

efficiently than any other known remedy. The bite of the rattlesnake,
so deadly, and rapid in its effects, if not quickly counteracted, so far as
I can learn, is not so amenable to any other treatment as the " alco-
holic " ; and is enough, I think, if there were no other instances, to es-

tablish the fact, that alcoholic liquors are " indispensably necessary in
the practice of medicine." But there are other instances where they
are necessary. Who has not seen their good effects in cases of fever
accompanied with great prostration of the nervous forces ? In delirium
tremens—not delirium ebriosorum.—they are at times surely indispensa-
ble. Solly, in his work on the Brain, page 280, says—" The plan of
treatment which I have found on the whole most successful in true de-
lirium tremens, is to give the stimulus which the patient prefers from
being most accustomed to : this is usually porter and gin in the hos-
pitals ; brandy or wine, or both together, in private practice. And re-

volting as it is to our feelings as moral beings to pour in the very poi-
sons which, by their habitual use, have reduced the man to the level
of the brute, still as medical men it is our duty to preserve life by those
means which we Tcnow are capable of doing so." The Italics are my
own. It is not " indispensably necessary " for me to instance other
cases (for it would occupy too much space), in which alcoholic liquors
have been used with profit by almost every member of the profession.

2. " If they are necessary, to what extent?" I am unable to say to
what extent. As well might we ask to what extent we should use
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opium, calomel, or any other remedy, or to what extent bleed. W e  
should use them all whenever necessary, and at no other'time, and to 
the extent the necessities of each case require, and no fnrther ; we 
should be ruled by judgment, and not by prejudice. Dr. Gilman de- 
clares he has not used alcol~olic liquors in his practice for " five years 
past." Possibly in a practice of even five years they might not be re- 
quired ; but if they should, they, ought by all means to be used, and not 
discarded because when used as a beverage they iwariably do harm. If 
tllis is the reason why some do not use alcol~olic liquors in their practice, 
1 must say that it is contrary to that wise discriminative policy, that should 
ever characterize the physician. 

In the above remarks, I do not wish to be understood as advocating 
the use of alcol~olic liquors as a beverage ; for when thus used they truly 
1 L  out-venom all the worms of Nile," and every good citizen should feel 
i n  duty bound to use every effort, consistent with reason and common 
sense, to prevent their baneful effects. But while we do this, as medi- 
cal men, we ought by all means to use everything known to be of value. 

Carthage, Ill., March 19, 1854. GEO. W. HALL. 

RAISING LEECHES 1N FEANCE. 

[THE Palis correspondent of the New York Daily Times furnishes the 
following interesting information respecting a successful mode of propa- 
gating and raising the leech in France.] 

The  raising and propagation of leeches has for many years been a 
necessity in France, for the supply fiwnished by her marshes gave out 
thirty years ago. Out of her abundance she used to export; and now 
she is forced to make up her deficiency from abroad. Other countries 
have in their turn been exhausted-Italy, Germany and Spain ; and of 
late certain districts of Asia have been laid under contribution. Still, 
all over the world, the yield has been seriously diminished,,and prices 
have risen to such a point that the poor cannot pay them ; and jhe hos- 
pitals even are alarmed. The  Academy of Medicine has voted prizes 
to persons who would discover methods of propagation ; and lately a 
sum was placed in the hands of the Prefect of the Seine, to make expe- 
riments with a model :leechery in the suburbs. A. M. Borne has just 
sent to the Academy an account of his establishment at Rambouillet, 
where he seems to have met with extraordinary success in encourag- 
ing the reproduction of his " pupils," as he calls them. They are fed 
three times a year ; they bury tt~e~nselves in the earth late in the au- 
tumn, and pass the winter in a state o f  torpor. They mate early in 
the spring-on St. Valentine's day, probably-and lay their cocoons in 
May to hatch in September. T h e  young ones are fed upon the " less 
substantial blood of calves." They are extremely voracious, and in two 
years weigh ten time., their primitive volume. M. Borne has built con- 
veniences for the reception of the cocoons, and for their artificial incu- 
bation. By care and tenderness he has succeeded thus far in prevent- 
ing any epidemic or sudden mortality in his reservoirs. The  leech is 
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